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and is in some departments a model of what a practical
course ought to be.
In the fourth and fifth years the student works almost
entirely in his selected c kdfedra \ He carries out three to
four months of practical work at the end of each year.
During these two years he is one of a group of four or five
under a professor. There is a very large assortment of
courses. A sample is given in Appendix 8.
At the end of the fifth year the student sits for as many as
forty-five examinations: an examination in Marxism-
Leninism, conducted by professors trained at special
* Universities of Marxism-Leninism', and examination in
the subject of his * kdfedra \ These examinations are
mainly oral. In addition, he presents a thesis. The
student who passes should at this stage receive a degree.
But he does not. He is merely qualified to get a job or to
begin advanced study. There is some dissatisfaction
about this in university circles, which was subdued by a
decree issued on 4 September 1945, entitling all persons
who have completed university courses to wear a badge.
All university courses occupy five years.1 There are
two terms a year (in 1945-46 they were 1 September to
24 January and 7 February to 30 June). The Soviet
student has a working year of about thirty-seven weeks, six
days a week, six hours a day, together with prescribed home-
work. It does not leave him much time for extra-curricular
activities. Even his vacations are organised. Komsomol
organisations take measures for * cultural-mass work * and
sport programmes during the summer vacation.2 Certain
trade unions grant 25 per cent, of their rest-home accom-
modation to students. Engineering students go into
factories; agricultural students go on to the farm; medical
students go into hospitals. And yet there is some sort of
2 The qualifying course in most institutes of higher education
occupies five years. There are some exceptions, £.#., teachers' colleges
(two- to three-year course) and medical colleges (six-year course).
s Trud., 3.7.44.

